(There will be a CD of music provided.)
The Paso Fino Horse

The Paso Fino is the oldest true native breed of horse in the Americas.  This was the mount of the Spanish conquistadors.  The ancestors of today’s Paso Fino came to America on the second voyage of Christopher Columbus.

The Paso Fino is a mixture of three European breeds – the Andalusian, the Barb and the Spanish Jennet.   The Paso Fino inherited the exquisite gait of the Jennet and, over time, became known as Los Caballos de Paso Fino – “The Horses with the Fine Step”.

 Naturally quick and sure-footed, their hooves are very durable.  Paso Finos vary in size from 13.2 to 15 hands, with the average being around 14 hands.  This is a noble horse with a beautiful, flowing mane and tail. They can be found in every equine colour including bay, black, buckskin, palomino, chestnut, gray, roan, and even pinto.

Although not well known in Canada, the Paso Fino is gaining great popularity among the horse savvy community.  The long held secret is getting out as more and more horse enthusiasts are looking for a comfortable ride combined with great versatility and that very distinctive tic-a-tic-a-tic-a-tic sound of a Paso Fino going by.

The Paso Fino is a naturally gaited horse.  It can walk, canter and gallop like other horses, but its preferred way of going is its own four-beat gait.  The Paso Fino will produce a wonderfully smooth ride at three primary speeds: Classic Fino, Paso Corto and Paso Largo.  The difference between these gaits exists in the degrees of collection and extension.

In the slowest gait, the Classic Fino, the horse holds itself fully collected and balanced.  Leg motion is smooth and extravagant and each hoof hits the ground in rapid succession with minimal forward movement.  The Classic Fino is primarily a show gait. 

The Paso Corto is the average trail gait.  It is often the smoothest gait and is comparable in speed to the trot.  A well-conditioned Paso Fino may travel at this gait for hours without tiring. 

The Paso Largo is the fastest forward speed.  It is executed with the same four-beat gait as the Classic Fino and Paso Corto, but with greater extension and stride. 

Strong, willing, intelligent, enthusiastic, proud, loving and mischievous.  These are some of the traits of the Paso Fino.  They are a “people-oriented” horse that enjoys human companionship and always strive to please.

    Paso Finos are said to have “brio”, a Spanish word which does not translate well but is best interpreted as “controlled fire”.  This is the best possible description for this little bundle of energy with a heart of gold!

The Paso Fino is a very versatile animal that can be enjoyed everywhere from the show ring to the cow pen to the trail.  It is a quality of the four beat gait to produce a rhythm which really sets it apart from all others at a show.  When they are directed over the Sounding Board, the sound that is produced is that of a percussion instrument.  All of a sudden you have a musical performance done by a true athlete whose beautiful appearance takes your breath away.   Paso Finos make for a great, comfortable trail ride mount.  Their smooth gait transcends any other for covering the trail.    At the Paso Corto, the horse can travel quickly, while the rider sits as comfortably as at the walk.  Imagine a long trail ride with no bouncing… just gliding.  That’s why Paso Fino lovers say they have the smoothest ride in the world!   If you would like to learn more about the Paso Fino Horse, please be sure to come and visit the “Paso Fino Village”, a wonderful display area dedicated to this breed here at the Royal.

